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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
. having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 6181440 to Masuda in view of U.S. Patent No. 5793952 to Limsico. Regarding claim 1, 
Figure 1 of Masuda discloses a facsimile machine comprising of a memory unit for storing the 
document data, a transmitter and receiver for sending and receiving image data (also capable of 
transmitting and receiving passwords from user for document data retrieval), a printer for 
outputting document data, and a system control unit (as equivalent to managing unit as recited in 
claim 1). The facsimile machine also capable of verifying inputted password for retrieving and 
printing of document data; see col 3, lines 17-33 for more details. Masuda does not disclose 
expressly the method and apparatus for issuing a new password after the document data has been 
retrieved. Limsico teaches in order to increase the level of security of each user's account, it is 
generally suggested that the users change their passwords on a regular basis to prevent 
unauthorized access of confidential information, see col. 1, lines 54-58. Limsico further teaches 
a method of issuing a new or change password through the use of GUI (Users Interface Graphic) 
technique; see col. 2, lines 57-60. Once the password has been issued or changed, the transmitter 
as described above can be implement to transmit the new password to the managing unit (as 
equivalent to control unit) as described above by Masuda. Masuda and Limsico are combinable 
because they are from the same field of endeavor for secured access of information. At the time 
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of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to apply the 
teachings per Limsico (that is, changing passwords on regular basis to prevent unauthorized 
access to confidential information as it is equivalent to issuing a new password after the 
document data has been retrieved as in claim 1) to the invention of Masuda. The 
suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to prevent unauthorized access to 
confidential information as noted by Masuda, col. 3, lines 23-25. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to combine Limsico with Masuda to obtain the invention as specified in claim 1 . 

2. Regarding claim 2, Masuda further discloses a retrieval request can be sent from either a 
local or network (remote) transmitter. Local user can input request for document data retrieval 
from control panel unit 12, and network user can input request for document data retrieval 
through network control unit 15 of Figure 1. 

3. Regarding claim 3, Masuda also discloses a control panel for inputting request (including 
password) for retrieval of document data, and a display unit for display an appropriate messages. 

4. Regarding claim 4, a receiver described in claim 1 essentially known to include a reader 
to read information extracted from images. 

5. Regarding claims 5-6, a retrieval request and a password can be sent from the network 
control unit 15 of Figure 1, which connected to a public communication network; see col. 3, lines 
44-48 for more details. 
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6. Regarding claims 7 and 9, it is known in the art that facsimile machine is to receive and 
transmit images. 

7. Regarding claim 8, to print locally, a printer unit 16 is provided in Figure 1. To retrieve 
document data remotely, a facsimile machine is provided to transmit the retrieval document 
through network control unit 15. 

8. Claims 10-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 6181440 to Masuda in view of U.S. Patent No. 5793952 to Limsico. Regarding claim 10, 
Figure 1 of Masuda discloses a facsimile machine comprising of a memory unit for storing the 
document data, a transmitter and receiver for sending and receiving image data (also capable of 
transmitting and receiving passwords from user for document data retrieval), a printer for 
outputting document data. The facsimile machine also capable of verifying inputted password for 
retrieving and printing of document data; see col. 3, lines 17-33 for more details. Masuda does 
not disclose expressly the method and apparatus for issuing a new password and notifying users 
of password changed after document data has been retrieved. Limsico teaches in order to 
increase the level of security of each user's account, it is generally suggested that the users 
change their passwords on a regular basis to prevent unauthorized access of confidential 
information, see col. 1, lines 54-58. Limsico further teaches a method of issuing a new or 
changing password through the use of GUI (Users Interface Graphic) technique; see col. 2, lines 
57-60. Once the password has been issued or changed, the transmitter, as described above can 
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be implement to transmit the new password to the managing unit (as equivalent to control unit) 
as described above by Masuda. Limsico also teaches a method of notifying user that the 
password was changed successfully; see col. 1 1, lines 6-10, and Figure 5G. Masuda and Limsico 
are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor for secured access of 
information. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to apply the teachings per Limsico (that is, changing passwords on regular basis to 
prevent unauthorized access to confidential information as it is equivalent to issuing a new 
password after the document data has been retrieved as recited in claim 10) to the invention of 
Masuda. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to prevent unauthorized 
access to confidential information as noted by Masuda, col. 3, lines 23-25. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to combine Limsico with Masuda to obtain the invention as specified in claim 
10. 

9. Regarding claim 11, Masuda further discloses a retrieval request can be from either local 
or network (remote). Local user can input request for document data retrieval from control panel 
unit 12, and network user can input request for document data retrieval through network control 
unit 15 of Figure L Masuda also discloses a display unit 26 in Figure 1 for displaying 
appropriate messages (include notification messages); see col. 3, lines 32-33. 

10. Regarding claim 12, Masuda also discloses a control panel unit 12 for inputting request 
(including password) for retrieval of document data; see Figure 1 of Masuda for more details. 
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11. Regarding claim 13, a receiver described in claim 10 essentially known in the art at the 
time of invention to include a reader to read information extracted from images. 

12. Regarding claims 14-16, a retrieval request (include a password) and notification of 
password changed can be sent and received through the network control unit 15 of Figure 1 of 
Masuda, which connected to a public communication network; see col. 3, lines 44-48 of Masuda 
for more details. 

13. Regarding claim 17, it is known in the art that facsimile machine is to receive and 
transmit images. 

14. Claims 18-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 6181440 to Masuda in view of U.S. Patent No. 5793952 to Limsico. Regarding claim 18, 
Figure 1 of Masuda discloses a facsimile machine comprising of a memory unit for storing the 
document data, a transmitter and receiver for sending and receiving image data (also capable of 
transmitting and receiving passwords from user for document data retrieval), a printer for 
outputting document data, and a system control unit (as equivalent to managing unit as recited in 
claim 18). The facsimile machine also capable of verifying inputted password for retrieving and 
printing of document data; see col. 3, lines 17-33 for more details. Masuda does not disclose 
expressly the method and apparatus for issuing a new password after the document data has been 
retrieved. Limsico teaches in order to increase the level of security of each user's account, it is 
generally suggested that the users change their passwords on a regular basis to prevent 
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unauthorized access of confidential information, see col. 1, lines 54-58. Limsico further teaches 
a method of notifying user that the password was changed successfully; see col. 11, lines 6-10, 
and Figure 5G. Masuda and Limsico are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor for secured access of information. At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to apply the teachings per Limsico (that is, 
changing passwords on regular basis to prevent unauthorized access to confidential information 
as it is equivalent to issuing a new password after the document data has been retrieved as recited 
in claim 18) to the invention of Masuda. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have 
been to prevent unauthorized access to confidential information as noted by Masuda, col. 3, lines 
23-25. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Limsico with Masuda to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 18. 

15. Regarding claim 19, Masuda further discloses a retrieval request can be sent from either 
local or network (remote). Local user can input request for document data retrieval from control 
panel unit 12, and network user can input request for document data retrieval through network 
control unit 15 of Figure 1. 

16. Regarding claim 20, Masuda also discloses a control panel for inputting request 
(including password) for retrieval of document data, and a display unit for display an appropriate 
messages. 
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17. Regarding claim 21, a receiver described in claim 1 essentially known in the art at the 
time of the invention to include a reader to read information extracted from images. 

1 8. Regarding claims 22-23, a retrieval request and a password can be received from the 
network control unit 15 of Figure 1 of Masuda, which connected to a public communication 
network; see col. 3, lines 44-48 of Masuda for more details. 

19. Regarding claim 24 & 26, it is known in the art that facsimile machine is to receive and 
transmit images. 

20. Regarding claim 25, to print locally, a printer unit 16 is provided in Figure 1. To retrieve 
document data remotely, a facsimile machine is provided to transmit the retrieval document 
through network control unit 15. 

21. Claims 27-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 6181440 to Masuda in view of U.S. Patent No. 5793952 to Limsico. Regarding claim 27, 
Figure 1 of Masuda discloses a facsimile machine comprising of a memory unit for storing the 
document data, a transmitter and receiver for sending and receiving image data (also capable of 
transmitting and receiving passwords from user for document data retrieval), a printer for 
outputting document data. The facsimile machine also capable of verifying inputted password for 
retrieving and printing of document data; see col. 3, lines 17-33 for more details. Masuda does 
not disclose expressly the method and apparatus for issuing a new password and notifying users 
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of password changed after the completion of the document data retrieval. Limsico teaches in 
order to increase the level of security of each user's account, it is generally suggested that the 
users change their passwords on a regular basis to prevent unauthorized access of confidential 
information, see col. 1, lines 54-58. Limsico further teaches a method of notifying user that the 
password was changed successfully; see col. 11, lines 6-10, and Figure 5G. Masuda and Limsico 
are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor for secured access of 
information. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to apply the teachings per Limsico (that is, changing passwords on regular basis to 
prevent unauthorized access to confidential information as it is equivalent to issuing a new 
password after the document data has been retrieved as in claim 27) to the invention of Masuda. 
The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to prevent unauthorized access to 
confidential information as noted by Masuda, col. 3, lines 23-25. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to combine Limsico with Masuda to obtain the invention as specified in claim 27. 

22. Regarding claim 28, Masuda further discloses a retrieval request can be from either local 
or network (remote). Local user can input request for document data retrieval from control panel 
unit 12, and network user can input request for document data retrieval through network control 
unit 15 of Figure 1. Masuda also discloses a display unit 26 in Figure 1 for displaying 
appropriate messages (include notification messages); see col. 3, lines 32-33. 

23. Regarding claim 29, Masuda also discloses a control panel unit 12 for inputting request 
(including password) for retrieval of document data; see Figure 1 for more details. 
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24. Regarding claim 30, a receiver described in claim 27 essentially known to include a 
reader to read information extracted from images. 

25. Regarding claims 31-33, a retrieval request (include a password) and notification of 
password changed can be sent and received through the network control unit 15 of Figure 1, 
which connected to a public communication network; see col. 3, lines 44-48 for more details. 

26. Regarding claim 34, it is known in the art that facsimile machine is to receive and 
transmit images. 

27. Claims 35-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 6181440 to Masuda in view of U.S. Patent No. 5793952 to Limsico. Figure 1 of Masuda 
discloses a memory unit 14 that capable of storing computer program to be run by a computer of 
a processing unit for retrieving document data. Claims 35-43 recited the same limitations as in 
claims 27-34, therefore, are rejected as the same basis as for claims 27-34. 

28. Claims 44-5 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 6181440 to Masuda in view of U.S. Patent No. 5793952 to Limsico. Figure 1 of Masuda 
discloses a memory unit 14 that capable of storing computer program to be run by a computer of 
a processing unit for retrieving document data. Claims 44-5 1 recited the same limitations as in 
claims 27-34, therefore, are rejected as the same basis as for claims 27-34. 
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Conclusion 



29. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
secured network printing or document retrieval. 

U.S. Patent No. 6313921 to Kadowaki. 
U.S. Patent No, 6362893 to Francis et al. 
U.S. Patent No. 6020981 to Ogiyama. 
U.S. Patent No. 6348972 to Taniguchi et al 
U.S. Patent No. 6037640 to Motegi. 
U.S. Patent No. 6396597 to Marshall. 
U.S. Patent No. 5351 136 to Wu et al. 
U.S. Patent No. 5579126 to Otsuka. 

30. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thierry L Pham whose telephone number is (703) 305-1897. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30 AM - 5:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K Moore can be reached on (703)308-7452. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)308-5397 for regular 
communications and (703)308-5397 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305-3900. 
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